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RESEARCH FINANCIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT
Department of Veterans Affairs

The duties and responsibilities of your position as a principal investigator, co-principal investigator,
investigator (including a collaborator who has a VA appointment), study chair or site principal
investigator (hereinafter “Investigators”) require you to file a Research Financial Conflict of Interest
Statement (Statement) to avoid involvement in a real or perceived conflict of interest. Federal
employees are prohibited from participating personally and substantially in official VA matters affectir
their own financial interest or those imputed to them. In addition, in research a real or perceived
conflict of interest occurs when any financial arrangement, situation or action affects or is perceived t
exert inappropriate influence on the design, review, conduct, results, or reporting of research activitie
or findings. This Statement is to assist employees to avoid a conflict between their official duties and
private financial interests or affiliations. See VHA Handbook 1200.13.

You must submit a completed, signed, and dated Statement:

A. Prior to:

+ Initial review of a study protocol in which you are listed as Investigator,
¢ Continuing review of a study protocol in which you are listed as Investigator,
¢ Your being added as an Investigator to a study protocol,

OR

B. When you have a change in relevant information that requires you to change an answer on
Section | of the Statement to “yes” or that changes the reason for a “yes” answer.

Note: The term “Investigator” includes: Principal Investigator (Pl), Study Chair, Site Pl, co-PI, or an
Investigator, including a co-investigator or sub-investigator.

The Financial Conflict of Interest Committee or Financial Conflict of Interest Administrator, with
assistance from the Office of General Counsel (OGC) when necessary, is responsible for reviewing
the Statement to determine whether there are any actual or perceived conflicts of interest. The
Statement may be reviewed by other VA personnel only on an “as needed” basis when required by
the responsibilities of their positions. The information you provide will be used only for legitimate
purposes, and will not be otherwise disclosed unless authorized.

Contact the facility research Financial Conflict of Interest Administrator or Committee designated by

the facility's Director as responsible for the facility's research conflict of interest program or an OGC
Deputy Ethics Official.
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RESEARCH FINANCIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT
Department of Veterans Affairs

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete this Statement to the best of your knowledge. Answering any question in the
affirmative does not itself prevent you from conducting VA research or receiving VA funding. You will, however
need to provide additional information so that a determination can be made of how to best manage any conflict
of interest that may be identified. Complete all fields in Section | and lll of the form. Fields in Section |l ma
be required depending on the responses in Section I.

IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS:
AFFECT THE FINANCIAL INTEREST - Means the possibility to impact, either positively or negatively, the valu
or amount of financial interest to any degree whatsoever.

CLOSE RELATIVE - An individual who is related as father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt,
first cousin, nephew, niece, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-
law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, or half-sister.

DEPENDENT CHILD - A son, daughter, stepson, or stepdaughter and who either is (i) unmarried, under age 2
and living in your house, or (ii) considered dependent under the U.S. tax code.

ENTITY - Any person, for-profit or non-profit organization, institution (including a university), corporation,
partnership, or governmental agency (other than a Federal agency).

OUTSIDE EMPLOYER - An entity with which you serve as officer, director, trustee, general partner, or
employee.

NAME (Last, First, Middle) |Doe, Jane K

DUTY STATION VAMC 123 Light Dr. City, GA 12345

TELEPHONE NUMBER 404-123-4567

VA EMAIL iane.doe@va.gov
NAME OF STUDY Therapeutic outcomes of the treatment of Hepatitis C using Drug XYZ
FACILITY PI Doe, Jane K

SPONSOR OF STUDY Big Pharma Co.

FUNDING SOURCE Big Pharma Co.

THIS IS A COOPERATIVE STUDIES PROGRAM [ Yes No

[] 1 DO NOT HAVE AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE UNIVERSITY AFFILIATE
| HAVE A SALARIED APPOINTMENT WITH THE UNIVERSITY AFFILIATE

[] 'HAVE A NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENT WITH THE UNIVERSITY AFFILIATE
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